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CIA Found - 
israel Could - 


Make Bomb | 
Soil, Air Samples Disclosed | 
Atomic Capability in 1968 | 


By John J. Flalka: 
. s Wasbingtoa Star Stal? Writer seta 
. CIA agents, using highly sophisti. - 
cated equipment, were able to deter-: | 
‘mine from Israeli soil and air Same- - 
ples that in 1968 the country had ob- 
tained enough: highly enriched’: 
Uranium: to. make 
cbombs.. Sot es Sehorse itt 
-' The identification of the ‘Israeli 
Uranium was believed to be-the first 
evidence that sizable quantities: 
-of a bomb-grade material had some-: 
how been-diverted from one of the 
five nations then .in' the -Buclear, 
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“According to several: go 


Eye 


“ne, 


vernment | 
sources, the CIA then brought the 
FBI into the-case and a top-secret 
surveillance and. wiretapping effort 
was focused on what was believed to 
have been the most likely source of 
the diversion, a company in Apollo; 
Pa., called. the Nuclear Materials 
‘and Equipment Corp. poe Btn ook] 
. .The wiretap: was’ placed on the’ 
‘phones of Za 
president. of. 
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- THE TAP ENDED, ‘according to 
the sources, after an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to break the code. Because the, 
FBI was permitted a limited number, 
of wiretaps, pressure mounted within. 
the agency to use the NUMEC taps 
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on @ more “’productive”’ case. -°. « : 
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_,sometime during the. early 1960s a sizable quae! 
tity of 
Flant, 
Atomic Energy i 
worked in the Manhattan Project, the World War: 
H effort which developed the atomic bomb, 
', The major business of NUMEC was the fabrica- 
tion of highly enriched uranium fuel assemblies 


d by U.S. nuclear submarines and surface 
As a sideline, Shapiro developed a number 
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to supply Israel 
. with special irradiation equipment that would be 
used to retard spoilage in fish and fruits. See 
: Documents recently obtained from the AEC’s 
successor, the Department of Energy, under the 
‘Freedom of Information Act- show that the AEC 

ecame increasingly concerned about security 
risks. at. NUMEC in the early 1960s because of 
‘chronic laxity of controls and the frequent pres. 
-€nce of Israeli and other alien visitors at the plant. | 
. ALTHOUGH SHAPIRO argued that the missing’. 
‘uranium was accidentally Jost in the form. of 
wastes, a massive, three-pronged investigation by 
the AEC in 1966 concluded that there was no known 
explanation that would account for the loss of 206 
puns of highly enriched uranium, an ‘amount bee 
ieved to be sufficient for at least 10 atomic bombs, | 
_ Although the CIA apparently was not involved in 
the 1966 investigation, the agency’s curiosity be 
“came aroused later after several U.S: scientists re- 
turning from Israel 
‘appeared to be developing a nuclear weapons pro- 
gram based on a supply -of highly. enriched 


wuranium.. ..4 
< At that point the 
‘number of 
‘any laboratory or 
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